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President’s Report 

 

Hello everyone, 

 

Hello Spring!  The days are getting longer and 

brighter and the countryside is busting into colour! 

I can’t wait for some warmer days, and better 

weather. 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed their Father’s Day with 

their loved ones, it was too much for Bruce and 

Rod! They needed to have a nap during the day.  

 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate Neil Smith on 

receiving his Life Membership. Neil was presented 

this award at our September meeting as he was 

away for our Annual Dinner. 

 

The Executive Committee are very relieved, as it 

was hard keeping it a secret so we could surprise 

Neil when he attended the next meeting. 

 

This is a well-deserved honour. Neil has worked 

tirelessly for our club and has always been willing 

to put time and effort to help make our club what it 

is today. 

 

 

 

Neil had a major role in negotiating the tenant 

agreement with the Dooen Hall Management 

Committee for our club to be based and remains a 

lead representative on the Dooen Hall Management 

Committee. He loves a challenge!!!! 

 

Neil has held many positions within our club and 

remains an active member. Congratulations Neil, 

you have truly earned the honour of Life 

Membership of the Wimmera Mallee Historical 

Vehicle Society. 

 

Talking of challenges, the kitchen in the hall now is 

up and running again. Thanks to Neil, Mauro, 

Russell and Aurelio who volunteered their time to 

fix the mess. Thank you to these guys and anyone 

who helped that I have forgotten to mention, supper 

can resume now after our meetings.   

 

Neville Thomas has organised a Douglas Motor 

Bike Rally from Thursday 1st October to 5th 

October. This event is sponsored by our Car Club 

and would love for our members to be involved. 

Those who volunteer their time will be accredited 

Club attendance. 

 

Morning tea on the Monday will be at the 

clubrooms starting at 10am supplied by our club 

members. If you can help by supplying morning tea 

or help on the day, please contact Myself on  

0429 892 021. Details of the Rally were in the 

September Newsletter; any queries please phone 

Neville Thomas on 0419 385 242. 

 

Unfortunately, Rod and I have not been able to any 

attend club events this month but have heard great 

reports from those who have. Spring is a great time 

to get out, enjoy a drive, catch up with club friends 

and make the most of the beautiful weather, so dust 

off your cars/bikes and come along to a club event. 

We would love to see you there. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Maureen Lister-Warrick (President) 
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WMHVS Inc. 2026-2027 Office Bearers 
President 

 Maureen Lister-Warrick (Rod) 

 rodmaus@bigpond.com  

 0429 892 021 
 

Senior Vice President 

 John Brack (Mandy) 

 mandykirsopp@gmail.com  

 0418 107 551 
 

Junior Vice President 

 Rob Binns 

 robert.m.binns@gmail.com 

 0402 459 303 

 
Secretary 

 Sue Boddi (Mauro) 

 suzyb@internode.on.net  

 0403 607 517 
 

Treasurer 

 Dean Robertson 

  wmhvs@wmhvs.org.au  

 0477 159 494 

Membership Secretary 

 Leigh Doolan (Jen) 

 leighjen5052@gmail.com  

 0428 810 799 

Assistant Secretary 

 Neville Thomas (Gayle) 

 nevngayle@bigpond.com  

 5382 1229 or 0419 385 242 
 

Assistant Treasurer 

 Neil Smith (Amabile) 

 smithneil51@gmail.com  

 5382 3896 or 0417 358 092 

 

Federation & AOMC Reps 

 Colin Kemp (Fed) 

 Neville & Gayle Thomas  

  (AOMC)  
 

Newsletter Editor & Website 

 Dean Robertson 

 editor@wmhvs.org.au  

 0477 159 494 

Events Director 

 Jennie & Doug Mitchell 

 djjmmitch@gmail.com  
 0429 990 508 & 0417 334 453 

Facebook 

 Rob Binns 

 robert.m.binns@gmail.com 

 0402 459 303 
 

Rally Director 2025 

 Bruce Brody (Kerrie) 

 bkbrody@gmail.com  

 0428 825 353 

Regalia 

 Bruce Brody (Kerrie) 

 bkbrody@gmail.com  

 0428 825 353 

Permit Renewal Signatories 

 Mauro Boddi 

 0403 607 517 
 

 Neville Thomas 

 0419 385 242 
 

Permit Renewal Signatories 

 Dean Robertson 

 0477 159 494 
 

 Colin Kemp 

 0488 717 744 

Permit Renewal Signatories 

 Barry Schilling 

 0438 982 566 
 

 Rod Warrick 

 0428 861 695 

Vehicle Scrutineers–Pre 1949 

 Terry Rudolph 

 0413 960 612 
 

Vehicle Scrutineers–Pre 1949 

 Barry Schilling 

 0438 982 566 

Vehicle Scrutineers–Pre 1949 

 Rod Warrick 

 0428 861 695 

Swap Director 2026 

 Colin Kemp (Louise) 

 colin-kemp@bigpond.com 

 0488 717 744 
 

Permit Vehicle Registrar 

 Mauro Boddi 

 0403 607 517 (Available every Thursday, 10.30 AM-1.30 PM 

 at Horsham Lawnmower Centre, Horsham) 

Events Committee  Neville Thomas  Don Perry 

    Bruce Brody   Rod & Maureen Warrick 

    Phil & Helen Curkpatrick Janice Perrone 
 

Library Committee  Alan Jolley   Alan Cannane 
 

First Aid Officers  Noel Taylor   Maureen Lister Warrick 
 

Swap Committee  Neville Thomas  Rob Binns  Russell Davies 

    Colin Kemp   Terry Pollock  Andrew Saunders                                                     
 

Clubrooms Maintenance  Neil Smith (Chairman) John Brack  Rod Warrick 

Committee   Russell Davies   Aurelio Macchia John Paydon 
 

Dooen Hall Committee of Management Representatives 

    Neil Smith   John Brack  Mauro Boddi 
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Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society Events Calendar 
Time / Date Event Logistics & Contact 

1 to 5 Oct 2026 
 

National Douglas 

Gathering 

National Douglas Gathering will be based in Horsham. 

Contact is Neville Thomas. More in the September 2026 

Newsletter. 
 

Sat & Sun, 3 & 4 

Oct 2026 
 

Murtoa Big Weekend Car displays and more. Just turn up? 

Thu 8 Oct 2026 
 

Warracknabeal Show No competition. Free entry for Car driver, $10 for any 

extra in the car. Cars to be in the grounds before 

10.30am. Entry on Dungey St. We are invited to put our 

cars in the Grand Parade at 3pm. 
 

8.00 PM 

Thu 8 Oct 2026 

General Meeting at 

Dooen Clubrooms 

Just turn up. Please bring a small plate of supper to 

share. 
 

Thu 15 Oct 2026 
 

Nhill Show Nhill Show is today. Car parking is available via the 

Nhill-Harrow Road entrance. Only Pedestrian entry via 

the main entrance.  Rod Warrick will check out this 

year’s theme and details of entry. 
 

Sat 17 Oct 2026 
 

Visit to Ron Schneider Located between Rupanyup and Marnoo Entry $5.00 

Contact is Jennie Mitchell 
 

Sat 17 Oct 2026 
 

Entertainment Night at 

Dooen Hall 
 

Entertainment Night at Dooen Hall. 7.30pm screening. 

Dooen Hall open 6pm for BYO meal. Contact is Neil 

Smith. 
 

Friday-Sunday  

23-25 October 2026 
 

Annual Rally 

(Bordertown) 

Contact Bruce Brody for more information. 

See article in the August 2026 Newsletter. 

Tue 3 Nov 2026 Melbourne Cup Melbourne Cup Day celebration at the Dooen club 

rooms. $10.00 per person. Contacts are Bruce and 

Maureen. 
 

Thu 5 Nov 2026 Events Committee 

Meeting 
 

7.30 pm at Doug and Jennie Mitchell’s. 

8.00 PM 

Thu 12 Nov 2026 

General Meeting at 

Dooen Clubrooms 

Just turn up. Please bring a small plate of supper to 

share. 
 

Sat 14 Nov 2026 Entertainment Night at 

Dooen Hall 

 

Entertainment Night at Dooen Hall. 7.30pm screening. 

Dooen Hall open 6pm for BYO meal. Contact is Neil 

Smith 
 

Sun 22 Nov 2026 Natimuk Tour Visit to ‘The Old Garage Museum, Arapiles Historical 

Society and Climbing Museum at Natimuk. Lunch 

either at the hotel or the Popup café next door. More 

info later. Contacts Jennie Mitchell & Pat Ford. 
 

Thu 26 Nov 2026 Vintage Run Vintage Run for the older vehicles. Contact is Neville 

Thomas 
 

Sun 6 Dec 2026 Christmas Lunch Christmas Lunch at the Dooen Hall. Members to bring a 

salad or sweets to share. Club is paying for the meat.  

More info to come. Contact is Bruce Brody. 
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From the Editor 
 

Thank you all for submissions to the newsletter and 

please continue to send me items of interest or 

photos of events and outings for the monthly 

newsletter. I sometimes have to fill an extra page so 

it is handy to have a few extra items ready to go. 

 

As the weather is improving, I’ve been getting the 

fun cars out a little more often. I took my mum to 

Halls Gap Zoo for an outing. We took the mighty 

XR8 which was perfect. I was surprised mum likes 

it but you can never tell. 

 

I’ve also had the Mustang out ‘n’ about. I did have 

to install a new battery which was annoying. 

Hopefully this one lasts a little longer than the last 

one.  

 

This buggered battery reminded of a story from 

many years ago. I had gone fishing with a mate at 

Malsbury Reservoir and we left well before dawn. 

Fishing was great and we were headed home when I 

ran out of petrol. I have a bad habit, even after all 

these years, of driving off in cars without checking 

the fuel situation. I left mate with the car and a 

passing motorist gave me a lift to town where I 

bought a can and fuel. 

 

I walked about 5 km back to the car to find mate 

fast asleep. I put in the fuel and went to start it. 

Completely dead. Turns out, mate decided to listen 

to radio with the air conditioning on and drained the 

battery. Luckily, a farmer stopped and had jumper 

cables in his ute. Back on the road shortly after. My 

lesson of the day: “don’t leave your keys with an 

idiot”. 

 

Please share if you have a good story about the 

foibles of historic motoring. 

 

When you make a submission for the newsletter, 

please use the email editor@wmhvs.org.au. You 

can also text/sms via 0477 159 494. 

 

The cut off for the November 2026 Newsletter will 

be Monday 26 October 2026. The next issue will 

include the Annual Rally at Bordertown. 

 

Dean Robertson (Editor) 

 

 
 

Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society Special Members 
Life Members: 

  Neil Smith *NEW*  Rob Binns *NEW*   

  Wes Atwood (dec)  Fred Opprecht (dec)  Jack Gunn (dec) 

  Clem Duldig   Vic Ellis   John King (dec) 

  Gary Knight   Neville Thomas  Bill Allen (dec) 

  Don Perry   Dave & Marge Barnard Alan Jolley 

  Stewart (dec) & Cheryl Muir 
 

Club Persons of the Year 2026: 

  Peter Anthony 
 

 

 
 

mailto:editor@wmhvs.org.au
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WMHVS 60th Anniversary History & Digital Archive 
 

The Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society 

was formed in 1968 and will reach its 60th 

anniversary in 2028. 

 

This significant milestone provides an opportunity 

to undertake a major historical project to record the 

Society's first sixty years and preserve that history 

for future generations. 

 

The Society is particularly fortunate to still have a 

number of very long-serving members, including 

approximately seven to ten members who have been 

associated with the Society for 50 years or more. 

These members represent an invaluable source of 

information about the early years of the Society, its 

members, vehicles, activities and development. 

 

Many of these members also hold, or know the 

whereabouts of, historic photographs, documents, 

personal records and memories that may not be 

contained in the Society's formal records. 

 

The proposed project would have two principal 

outcomes: 

• A professionally produced 60th anniversary 

history of the Wimmera Mallee Historical 

Vehicle Society. 

• A permanent digital historical archive 

containing the source material from which 

the history has been developed. 

 

The intention is not simply to produce a book of 

meeting minutes or an administrative history. The 

objective would be to tell the story of the Society, 

its members, its vehicles, its activities and its place 

in the history and community of the Wimmera. 

 

The project would seek to identify, collect and 

digitise, where available: 

• General and annual meeting minutes. 

• Executive and committee meeting minutes. 

• Treasurer's reports and financial records. 

• Annual reports. 

• Society monthly newsletters. 

• Newspaper articles. 

• Historic photographs. 

• Club correspondence. 

• Written recollections. 

• Recorded oral histories. 

 

A particularly important part of the project should 

be the recording of the memories and knowledge of 

the Society's long-serving members. The Society 

currently has approximately seven to ten members 

with 50 years or more of membership or association 

with the Society. 

 

Given the potentially very large quantity of 

material, modern artificial intelligence (AI) systems 

could be used as a research and archival assistant. 

The purpose would not be to have AI independently 

write the Society's history. Instead, AI could assist 

with: 

• OCR of scanned documents. 

• Extraction of information from newsletters 

and minutes. 

• Searching the archive for names, dates, 

events and subjects. 

• Comparing contemporary records with later 

recollections. 

• Organising the historical material into a 

coherent research structure. 

The original documents would remain the 

authoritative historical sources. 

 

The intention should be to produce an interesting 

and highly illustrated history, rather than simply a 

record of sixty years of committee administration. 

 

The main book could explore themes such as: 

• The Beginnings. 

• The Social Story. 

• Historic Motoring in the Wimmera. 

• The Vehicles. 

• Restoration to Preservation. 

• Rallies and Touring. 

• People and Personalities. 

• Sixty Years of Change. 

 

The club’s history and documentation would be 

preserved for later generations to review and 

peruse. A published book would give current and 

past members a keepsake related to a very 

important part of our lives.  

 

We look forward to further discussion. 

 

Rob Binns
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Warracknabeal Show 
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Halls Gap Motorcycle Run on Saturday 5 September 2026 
 

Although a designated motorbike run,all members 

of our club were encouraged to come along 

The stormy weather predicted was not conducive to 

motor cycles and of the 5 potential motorcyclists 

who attended only Barry Schilling came on his 

Ducati motorbike. The cars which turned up were 

all of the post 1980 era. 

 

 
 

Nonetheless 4 cars and 1 motorcycle left Murtoa at 

10.30am in windy but relatively dry conditions. 

A few kms short of Glenorchy a savage storm hit 

and the wind was only slightly less than gale force. 

Those crows and magpies which were flying 

couldn't make their ground speed match or better 

the wind speeds so were observed to be flying flat 

out but backwards in the direction of the storm!!! 

 

 
 

Poor old Baz on the Ducati copped the brunt of the 

storm while us chicken hearted fair weather bikies 

looked on from the comfort of our cars. 

 

 
 

Arriving in Halls Gap our little convoy drove on to 

Lake Bellfield to check the water level and enjoy 

the Spring sun which remarkably was shining after 

our cloudy and rainy trip. 

 

Then back to Flame Brothers restaurant where we 

met up with Dawn and Peter Wood. With 13 club 

members in attendance we soon commandeered a 

couple of tables, ordered our food and engaged in 

plenty of lively chatter. 

 

After the lunch we adjourned to Coolas Ice 

Creamery for the traditional ice-cream before 

heading home after a thoroughly enjoyable day. 

 

 
 

All praise and respect to our intrepid solo 

motorcyclist, Barry Schilling. 

 

Don Perry 

 

 

 



Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society - Newsletter 

9 

Trip to J Ward, Ararat, 16 September 2026 
 

 
 

This trip was originally planned to be at Aradale 

but, as you will know, that site was unexpectedly 

closed down for tours in the blink of an eye. 

 

 
 

So the option to see J Ward was accepted by a 

smaller group (many in our club had been there – 

some recently).  Our group of ten car pooled and we 

arrived to a very cool day in Ararat.  Our early 

arrival gave us the opportunity to check out the 

(warm) waiting room and its history while we 

waited for our guide.   

 

 
 

We soon discovered that the very high stone walls 

blocked most of the cold wind! 

 

 

 
 

Alan was worth the wait – so informative (no 

notes!).  Our entry fee was well worth the price and, 

as no one was bored, we had a 2 ½ hour tour!     

 

He drives from Beaufort to both guided tours and 

maintenance at the facility – he said it is like a very 

large Mens’ Shed. 

 

 
 

As you may know, the day time tours of Aradale are 

again operating (albeit under changed rules ie: 

outside only) on Wednesdays and Sundays at 10 

am.  The events committee will look at a ‘take two’ 

visit there.   

 

Helen Curkpatrick 
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Coffee & Cars, Mr Chef, Horsham 19 September 2026 
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Coffee & Cars, Pimpinio 24 September 2026 
 

 
Photos from Lyn Eltze 

 

Union Hotel, Nhill, Lunch 27 August 2026 
 

 
 

 
 

Photos from Lyn Eltze 
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Union Hotel, Nhill, Lunch 27 August 2026 
 

 
 

 
 

Regalia 
 

 
Contact Bruce Brody for any regalia needs. 
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Minutes of the September 2026 General Meeting 
 

Wimmera Mallee Historical Vehicle Society – General Meeting No. 565 – MINUTES 

Held at WMHVS Clubrooms – 10th September 2026 

 

Meeting Opened: 8.00pm – President Maureen Lister-Warrick welcomed all present to the meeting 

 

Visitors: No visitors or guests in attendance. 

 

In Attendance: M. Lister-Warrick, S. Boddi, D. Robertson, L. Doolan, J. Taylor, I. Brown, A. Jolley,  

 R. Warrick, N. Eltze, O. Duff, K. Duff, K. Zacher, L. Hogan, J. Feery, K McMartin,  

 E. Milbourne, J. Buckley, N. Thomas, R. Binns, C. Thomas, R. Schneider, D. Perry,  

 S. Friend, R. Kotz, J. Goodwin, J. Thierry, M. Schilling, G. Ussing, M. Boddi, J. Brack, 

 M. Kirsopp, P. Sudholz, M Watson, M. Haebick, J. Gasparini, V. Terry, L. Hoy,  

 G. Schultz, J. Schultz, I. Walker, N. Smith, R. Davies, A. Macchia, J. Perrone, G. Mills,  

 H. Curkpatrick. (46 members, 1 child) 

 

Apologies: G. Smith, B. Brody, J. & D. Mitchell, M. Griffin, C. Kemp, B. Schilling, S. Garwood,  

 M. Zbierski, T. Pollock, F. & R. Turzi, W. Reichelt, P. Curkpatrick, T. Rudolph,  

 K. Taylor, V. Jolley, W. Gunn-Duff, C. Smith, G. Exell. 

 

Minutes: Moved Neville Thomas that the minutes of the previous meeting be received as correct. 

 Seconded by Mauro Boddi Carried. 

 

Secretary’s Report: Inwards Correspondence:. 

 August Invoice from Aus Post: Referred to Treasurer. 

 Advance notice of Warracknabeal Show via FB – invitation to display our cars – awaiting 

formal invitation via email. Referred to General Business. 

 

Outwards Correspondence: 

 Sympathy card to Jenny & Doug Mitchell.  Jenny’s Mum passed away recently. 

 Moved Sue Boddi that the Secretary’s report be received. 

 Seconded Neil Smith.  Carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Dean Robertson tabled his report detailing current finances. 

 Dean would like to add to the Term Deposit held at Westpac from the General A/c held at 

Bendigo Bank when Trem Deposit matures. Any objections let Dean know asap.  

Discussion and decision tabled until the October General Meeting. 

 Dean moved that his report be received. 

 Rob Binns seconded. Carried. 

 

Membership: Leigh Doolan had nothing to report. 

 

Reports: OAMC – Neville Thomas – nothing to report. 

 Federation – Colin Kemp – an apology so no report. 

 

*** Editor’s Note: Events are listed in the calendar earlier in the newsletter. 

 

Regalia:  Bruce Brody an apology so no report. 

 

Rally: Bruce Brody an apology so no report. 
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Minutes of the September 2026 General Meeting (continued) 
 

60th Anniversary of WMHVS: Maureen advised that Bruce Brody will speak to the other Combined Rally 

clubs in October to get WMHVS Rally changed to 2028 so that we can incorporate 60th 

anniversary into Rally.  

 

Swap Meet:  Colin Kemp an apology so no report 

 

 Clubrooms: Neil Smith reported that the Hall kitchen is again usable but job is not yet 

finished.  New water tank and pump still to be installed.  The illuminated WMHVS 

external sign has been fixed and is working perfectly thanks to Aurelio Macchia. 

  

 Maureen Lister- Warrick presented Neil Smith with his life membership. 

 

  

General Business: Neville Thomas spoke about the Douglas Motorbike Rally 1st to 6th October.  Motorbikes 

from 1910 to 1953. WMHVS is sponsoring people to attend from all over Australia.  35 

people will be attending.  

 Neville needs people to volunteer to be corner markers on each day of the Rally.  Contact 

Neville asap.  

 Maureen is organising catering for morning tea for participants on the Monday.  Contact 

Maureen asap to assist with catering for morning tea. 

 Lunch for participants will be hosted by Neville and Gayle Thomas at their home.  Contact 

Neville to assist with catering for lunch. 

  

 Maureen Lister-Warrick reported on decision made at last night’s executive meeting 

regarding new members.  New people who apply to join WMHVS MUST be present at the 

meeting where we vote them in.  No exceptions. 

  

 Rob Binns elaborated on ideas for the 60th anniversary of the WMHVS with slideshow 

presentation.  He suggests that we produce a book of the history of the club in time for the 

60th anniversary. Needing a committee to collate the history we have saved. Need to scan 

newsletters, rally programs, membership lists, minutes of meetings, treasurers’ reports, 

photos, newspaper clippings to a hard drive.  Also get oral history from long standing 

members. CLAUDE AI will make all information accessible for other purposes as well. A 

committee of 4 or 5 people would be ideal. Need a flatbed scanner, laptop and hard drive.  

Book will be in chronological order.  Information that AI collates will be fact checked by 

the committee to ensure accuracy.  We need to start by the end of 2026 to have manuscript 

ready by the end of 2027. A show of hands indicated that members are in favour of moving 

ahead with the book.  If you want to assist see Rob after the meeting. 

 

 Rob Binns mentioned that HRCC is seeking nominations for community event of the year.  

He believes that the WMHVS Swap Meet would be eligible for the award.  Rob will 

contact HRCC to determine when nominations close so that we don’t miss the deadline. 

 

Meeting Closed: 8.38pm. 
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Another Blast from the Past 
 

This picture of Mitre Rock appeared on a telephone directory. Does anyone recognise the people or vehicles? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by 

Allan Jolley 
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If not delivered please return to: 

 

PO Box 845 

Horsham Vic 3402 
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